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il SECOND REPORT FROM 


The Science and Technology Committee is appointed under Standing Order No 130 to 
examine the expenditure, administration and policy of the Office of Science and Technology 
and associated public bodies. 


The Committee consists of 11 Members. It has a quorum of three. 
The Committee has power: 


(a) tosend for persons, papers and records, to sit notwithstanding any adjournment of the 
House, to adjourn from place to place, and to report from time to time; 


(b) to appoint specialist advisers either to supply information which is not readily 
available or to elucidate matters of complexity within the Committee’s order of 
reference; 


(c) to communicate to any other such committee and to the Committee of Public 
Accounts and to the Deregulation Committee its evidence and any other documents 
relating to matters of common interest; and 


(d) to meet concurrently with any other such committee for the purposes of deliberating, 
taking evidence, or considering draft reports. 


Unless the House otherwise orders, all Members nominated to the Committee continue to 
be members of it for the remainder of the Parliament. 


The following were nominated Members of the Committee on 13 July 1992: 


Mr Spencer Batiste Sir Giles Shaw 
Dr Jeremy Bray Sir Trevor Skeet 
Mr Malcolm Bruce: « “8% te5.° Dr Gavin Strang 
Mrs Anne Campbell Sir Gerard Vaughan 
Chery] Gillan ; Dr Alan W Williams 
Mr William Powell : 
sll yen Sy Jorerk, Lemtivenct? Wramewurent § mr ; 
Sir Giles Shaw was elected Chairman on-15-July-1992-* =. 2.4) 4 * 


On 9 November 1992 Mr Malcolm Bruce was discharged and Mr Andrew Miller added to 
the Committee 


On 16 November 1992 Dr Gavin Strang was discharged and Dr Lynne Jones added to the 
Committee. 


On 7th November 1995 Cheryl Gillan and Mr William Powell were discharged and Mr Ian 
Bruce and Mr Patrick Thompson were added to the Committee. 


The cost of printing and publishing this Volume is estimated by HMSO at £460. 
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SECOND REPORT 
THE GOVERNMENT’S PLANS FOR THE “FORWARD LOOK” 


The Science and Technology Committee has agreed to the following Report: 


eG In our Report on Technology Foresight we noted that the Office of Science and 
Technology (OST) had plans to “make the Forward Look more effective in its presentation 
and influence.”! The OST told us: 


“We are still developing our thoughts on how these aims might best be achieved 
and discussing them with other departments; but the result is likely to be a 
shorter document, if possible a single volume of reasonable length. This may 
mean publishing a separate volume of statistical information; we are discussing 
the options with the Central Statistical Office. We are aware of the need to 
provide continuity in the data sets published and in the coverage of the document 
as a whole.”? 


Since then, the Minister for Science and Technology, Mr Ian Taylor MP, has given more 
details of the changes proposed. His letter is appended to this Report. It confirms that the 
Forward Look will be published as one volume containing material similar to that given in the 
first two volumes of the 1995 document’ but focused more clearly on current and future 
activity, and also containing a “summary of trends in expenditure on SET [science, 
engineering and technology]”*. There will be an accompanying volume giving “full financial 
and other statistical data”> which will be produced by the OST and the Central Statistical 
Office. The Minister assured us that this “will not lead to any diminution in the statistical 
data provided”®. We assume that this means the new publication will include analyses of the 
type previously published by the CSO. Means should also be found for incorporation of the 
material now published by the DTI in The UK R & D Scoreboard. We cannot comment until 
the Forward Look itself appears but, in principle, we have no objection to the changes 
proposed. We are grateful to the Minister for his ready acceptance of the recommendation 
that users, including the Committee, should be consulted before major changes were made to 
the document. We also welcome the Government’s intention to include a readership survey 
form with the document. 


px At this stage, we have only one comment. The week before Mr Taylor wrote 
to the Chairman we learnt that the figures for Research Council spending on international 
subscriptions are no longer to be given in the Estimates but in the Departmental Report’. We 
consider that it would be appropriate for this information also to appear in the Forward 
Look itself or in the statistical supplement. We so recommend. 


' First Report from the Science and Technology Committee, Session 1995-96, Technology Foresight, HC(1995- 
96)49, para 87. 

*Ibid para 88. 

3Forward Look of Government-funded Science, Engineering and Technology 1995, HMSO 1995 
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APPENDIX I 


Letter to the Chairman from Mr Ian Taylor MP, Minister for Science and Technology 
(26 February 1996) 


We corresponded in November about our plans for the Forward Look. Since then we have 
received your very helpful report on Technology Foresight which also comments on the 
Forward Look. We are preparing a response to that report, and will send it to you as soon 
as possible. But I thought that, before that, you might like an update on how our plans for 
the Forward Look are developing. 


As you know, our aims is to build on previous work and to make the Forward Look more 
effective in its presentation and influence. The emphasis is on an evolutionary approach. 


We propose to publish the Forward Look itself as a single volume, covering the material 
contained in the Overview and Statements volumes of the 1995 document. It will start by 
setting out clearly the Government’s strategy and key objectives for science, engineering and 
technology. The main strategy chapter will be structured so as to bring out the measures we 
have in hand, or are planning, to achieve each main objective. This chapter will focus 
principally on the present and the future, to make the document as forward looking as 
possible. 


Progress already made towards meeting White Paper objectives will be reported in a separate 
chapter. The statements from departments and Research Councils will be somewhat briefer 
than last year, again focusing on current and future activity and showing now each is 
responding to Technology Foresight, and measures being taken to improve efficiency and 
effectiveness. 


The Forward Look will also contain a summary of trends in expenditure on SET, similar to 
that in the 1995 Overview. Full financial and other statistical data will be published in a 
separate volume, which will be the joint responsibility of OST and the Central Statistical 
Office. This will not lead to any diminution in the statistical data provided - indeed, we are 
considering carefully the recommendations from the Committee for additional material and 
will provide it as far as we can. 


As I say, these are our proposals. We have consulted the Council for Science and 
Technology on them and are seeking their views on the text as it develops. The Council is 
supportive of our approach. It made a number of comments from the “user” perspective, in 
particular emphasising the need to make the document attractive to senior managers in 
industry. 


If the Committee has any immediate views I should be happy to receive them. And we shall 
of course be pleased to know your response to the final document, which we expect to publish 
in May. We intend that this should include a readership survey form, which will inform any 
further developments in its format and content. We shall keep the Committee abreast of our 
thinking on this. 


In the slightly longer term, I am very keen that the Forward Look should take advantage of 
new technologies like CD Rom and the Internet. I believe there are exciting opportunities 
here to enhance to usefulness and accessibility of the Forward Look to all types of user. OST 
are considering the possibilities and once again I shall be happy to keep you informed. 
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APPENDIX II 
Letter to the Clerk of the Committee from the OST (21 February 1996) 
SCIENCE VOTE; FORM OF THE ESTIMATES FROM THE OST 


Further to my predecessor Julia Wood’s correspondence with you on the above a year or so 
ago, I need to inform you of a change that has recently been necessary to make to the position 
outlined in her letter of 24 January 1995. 


You will remember that, in your letter of 20 December 1994, you asked that the detail of the 
Research Councils’ spend on international subscriptions, previously included in the Estimates 
publication, should continue to be published. With her letter of 24 January 1995 Mrs Woods 
sent you a version of the Estimates which included a note setting out the details you had 
requested. 


I now understand that Treasury does not want the information to published in this way. They 
have suggested that it should instead be included in the Departmental Annual Report with a 


suitable reference in the Introduction to the Estimates. We are arranging for this to be done. 


I hope this change does not inconvenience the Committee in any way. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE 
RELATING TO THE REPORT 
WEDNESDAY, 13 MARCH 1996 
Members present: 


Sir Giles Shaw, in the Chair 


Mr Spencer Batiste Mr Andrew Miller 
Dr Jeremy Bray Mr Patrick Thompson 
Mr Ian Bruce Sir Gerard Vaughan 
Dr Lynne Jones Dr Alan W Williams 


The Committee deliberated. 


Draft Report (The Government’s plans for the Forward Look) proposed by the Chairman, 
brought up and read. 


Ordered, That the draft Report be read a second time, paragraph by paragraph. . 


Paragraph 1 read, amended, and agreed to. 
Paragraph 2 read and agreed to. 


Ordered, that the following papers be appended to the Report: 


- Letter to the Chairman from Mr Ian Taylor MP, Minister for Science and Technology 
- Letter to the Clerk of the Committee from the OST. - (The Chairman.) 


Resolved, That the Report, as amended, be the Second Report of the Committee to the 
House. 


Ordered, That the Chairman do make the Report to the House. 


[Adjourned till Wednesday 27th March at Four o’clock. 
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